
A GUIDE TO GETTING MARRIED 

at 

ST MARY’S, EAST HENDRED 

aint Mary’s welcomes parishioners and baptised Catholics with a connection 

to the parish to celebrate their marriage. Your first point of contact should be 

the Priest, Fr. Matthew Topham,  

S. Mary's Catholic Church, 

St Mary's Road, East Hendred, 

OX12 8LF. 

01235 835038. 

mtopham@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

You should discuss your plans with Fr. Matthew and obtain permission, if you would 

like another priest to assist at or conduct the service. Throughout this Guide, 

reference is made to Fr Andrew. If there is any difficulty contacting him, then e-mail 

the Parish Office on office@hendredcatholicparish.org.uk 

WHO CAN GET MARRIED? 

n order to marry in the Catholic Church, both partners should be baptised 

(which is the same as being ‘Christened’) Christians and one a confirmed 

Catholic. If you do not fulfil these criteria but would still like to marry in St 

Mary's, Fr Andrew will be able to advise you whether this is possible. Both parties 

must also be free to marry, which is to say that neither may have been marred before 

(whether in church or elsewhere), nor be related by blood ties closer than cousins, 

nor be a legal minor. If you are concerned that you may not be eligible, talk to Fr. 

Matthew, who will be able to advise you.  

You will be asked for baptismal and confirmation certificates, which for Catholics 

are usually obtained by writing to the parish(es) of your baptism &/or Confirmation. 

You will need to know where and when you were baptised! 

WHEN CAN I GET MARRIED? 

It is important not to commit to a date before talking to Fr. Matthew. Having an 

idea of dates, however, is a good idea. You should aim to give at least six months’ 

notice, to ensure any administrative processes can be completed in time. 

Weddings at S. Mary’s are normally on Saturdays, although other days may be 

possible. It will not normally be possible to celebrate weddings on Sundays. Holy 

Saturday (the Saturday before Easter) and Christmas Day are also excluded. 

S 

I 



Traditionally, Catholics avoid marrying in Lent and Advent, times of penance and 

not of celebration, although this is a custom rather than a rule.  

LEGAL REGISTRATION 

s well as making arrangements with Fr., you will also need to register your 

intention at your local Registry Office who will advise on all necessary steps. 

You will be issued with a document called a Marriage Schedule, which is of 

vital importance, and must be present for the wedding to proceed. IT’s a good idea 

to bring this to church early, where it can be kept in the safe until needed. 

PREPARATION 

n this diocese the Bishop requires all couples planning to marry to participate 

in  a course of Marriage Preparation, which will explore the spiritual and 

practical aspects of marriage as/to a Catholic. Fr. Matthew very much prefers 

to do these sessions in person, and will arrange mutually convenient times for this 

to happen. If you live outside the parish, your own parish priest may wish to prepare 

you himself.  

Also recommended is ‘Engaged Encounter’ www.engagedencounter.org/ 

Confession 

It is strongly recommended that Catholics seeking to marry should make their 

confessions at least once before the day. This is especially true if they have lapsed 

from the practice of their faith (i.e., aren’t going regularly to Mass) or haven’t been 

to confession for a while (more than a year), or have been living together with their 

fiancé/e prior to marriage. Any priest with faculties to hear confessions will be able 

to do this, but Fr. Matthw is very happy to hear these confessions at a convenient 

time.  

Confirmation 

Catholics seeking to marry who have not been confirmed are warmly encouraged to 

receive the Sacrament of Confirmation before marrying. Fr. Matthew will be able to 

advise on arrangements for this. 
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THE MARRIAGE SERVICE 

his is the central part of the whole day. You will be coming to the church to 

pray for Almighty God's blessing and support on your life together.  

 

Mass or no Mass?  

Catholics marrying in church ought normally to celebrate a nuptial Mass as part of 

the ceremony. For various reasons, however, this may not be the best course. For 

instance: 

❖ Only one party is Catholic/Christian; 

❖ The Catholic party/parties do not practise their faith (i.e. haven’t been 

regularly to Mass lately); 

If the ceremony will include Holy Mass, it is important that the couple and the guests 

are aware that, in the Church, Holy Communion (the Lord’s Body and Blood) should 

be received only by Catholics who are : 

❖ Practising their faith (i.e. go regularly to Sunday Mass, &c); 

❖ In a state of grace (i.e. with no unconfessed mortal sins on their conscience; 

and 

❖ Fasting for at least one hour before communion (this is why the wedding meal 

is called a break-fast’, by the way); 

Guests who are not Catholic, or who ought not receive Communion for another 

reason outlined above, are welcome to receive a blessing instead: they can indicate 

this by crossing their arms over their chests as they come up.  

Regardless of whether the service includes the Holy Mass, there will be at least one 

reading, and possibly two, in addition to a Psalm. You should think about who will 

read the readings. The priest will also read a passage from the Gospels, and give a 

homily.  

If your ceremony includes Holy Mass, you should expect it to last between 45 

minutes and an hour. Wedding ceremonies without Holy Mass typically last between 

30 and 45 minutes. 

MUSIC 

r. Matthew will advise on suitable hymns and music. Popular songs with no 

reference to the spiritual nature of marriage are not permitted for the church 

ceremony. S. Mary's can arrange an organist for you. If you wish to make 

your own arrangements for music you are most welcome to do so. Fr. Matthew will 

be able to advise on when the church is free for your own organist/soloist to 
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practise. These fees are negotiated with and paid directly to the musicians. Typically 

an Organist will expect £100-£150. 

FLOWERS 

ome couples arrange for their florist to provide arrangements or the church. 

Some decorate the church themselves. On occasion members of the parish 

are available to help arrange flowers that you provide for the altar. However, 

this cannot be guaranteed and you will need to make alternative arrangements if you 

require any additional flowers or if you wish to use the flowers for the reception.  

If you are organising your own flowers please arrange a suitable time for your florist 

to have access to the church. Most couples leave the flowers in the church, though 

some do use them again for the reception. We ask that you leave some behind, so 

that the church is decorated for Sunday Mass. 

ORDER OF SERVICE 

This should be arranged as soon as details of readings, prayers and music are agreed. 

If you are planning to have this professionally printed it is important you leave 

sufficient time. Please see advice on the format from Fr. Matthew who will be able 

to provide a draft. 

REHEARSAL 

ost couples hold a rehearsal on the evening before their wedding and 

invite any family and special guests, readers, musicians &c. to come 

along too. One reason for the rehearsal is so that the wedding itself can 

be a relaxed, happy occasion and a time of prayer for you both. Please arrange a 

suitable time and date with Fr.  Matthew. The usual time is 5pm on the evening 

before. 

CONFETTI 

Please ensure that any confetti is biodegradable. 

CAMERAS AND VIDEOS 

fficial photographers work as directed by the priest. The use of cameras 

otherwise is gently discouraged during the Wedding Service. If you 

particularly want to video the service please ensure that the camera is 

placed discreetly and that you have the permission of any musicians to record 

them. All services at S. Mary’s are livestreamed, and can be accessed via 

https://www.churchservices.tv/easthendred 

PARKING 
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Mary's Road can easily be blocked by parked cars. We suggest that one of your 

Ushers supervises the parking. If there will be a lot of cars you should ask S. 

Amand's school for permission to use their car park and/or the school field. 

(01235 833342). 

LAVATORIES 

here is a lavatory available at the South East of the Church. This is 

approached from the outside by way of the Churchyard path along the 

perimeter wall. 

USHERS 

ou will find it helpful to appoint ushers to assist at the ceremony. Though 

being an usher is an honour, it is also a responsibility. Ushers hand out 

service sheets, help guests with issues such as finding their seats, location 

of the lavatory, and wheelchair access. They also respond to any emergency arising 

during the ceremony, and ensure that, after the service, the Church is left as it should 

be, with service sheets and litter collected up. 

AUTHORISED PERSON 

here is a statutory fee for the attendance of the authorised person (who acts 

as registrar). The fee of £104 includes expenses and the cost of a copy of 

the marriage Certificate. Since the name of the payee is variable, this is most 

conveniently paid along with the donation to the parish (see below). 

CHURCH DONATION & STOLE FEE 

obody should be deterred from marrying in church for reasons of cost, 

and for that reason S. Mary’s charges no ‘fee’ to get married here. 

However, it is right and proper to support the Church with a donation on 

the occasion of your marriage. This is not merely to cover whatever expenses might 

be incurred in hosting your wedding (heating, lighting &c), but also as an offering in 

gratitude for the gift of sacramental marriage. There are no precise rules about the 

size of this donation, but we often recommend 5-10% of your wedding budget.  

You may also wish to give the officiating priest a donation – sometimes called a 

‘stole fee’ although it is not a fee but a gift – in thanks for his ministry. This is an 

important support for your clergy, but is strictly optional.  

The Parish’s bank details are:  CDP East Hendred, St Mary 

Acc. No. 00877183 

Sort Code: 30-93-04 

We hope you enjoy your day and wish you a long and happy marriage!  2025 
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